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NEWS | ANNUAL AWARDS

Trailblazer award at 2026 Women in Extractives event

Katherine Rogers

Thu, Jan 29 2026

The Trailblazer award has been added to this year's Women in
Extractives awards.

Introduced last year by West Coast mining veteran Glenys Perkins,
the award aims to celebrate someone who has paved the way for
women to enter and thrive in the industry, working to create an
inclusive environment.

The inaugural award went to OceanaGold metallurgist Kirsty Hollis,
pictured after receiving the award.

It was initially not going to be presented in 2026.

New Zealand Minerals Council chief executive Josie Vidal told Inside Resources that
Hollis contacted the council to make sure the award would be presented again this
year.

"We are very excited that AusIMM New Zealand Branch has stepped up to sponsor
this year's award and it is great to see our previous winner wants to pass on the
mantle and be involved in the success of future awards," Vidal says.

Awards

Three other awards will be presented.

The Kristy Christensen Memorial award is aimed at recognising those who champion
diversity and create a welcoming workplace; the Emerging Star award celebrates fresh
thinking and dedication; while the Leader of the Year award recognises someone who
has led by example and created a culture of respect.

Those awards are sponsored by MinEx, MITO and the Institute of Quarrying NZ,
respectively.
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Nominations close on 27 February.

Forms for nominations can be found here  and should be sent to
event@mineralscouncil.co.nz .

The awards will be held on 26 March in Hamilton. Tickets are available now.

Vidal says the event creates many great outcomes, including building community.

"For us, the award winners become part of our wider family, and we want to keep
engaging with them and learning from their experience."
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