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MSD, Mines Rescue plan more mining courses for 2026

Katherine Rogers

Thu, Dec 4 2025

New Zealand Mines Rescue Service and the Ministry of Social
Development plan further introductory courses for mining in
Rapahoe next year.

With a programme introduced in 2025, Mines Rescue will be
running two, two-week courses open to 12 students each in the first half of the year.

Dates have been provisionally set for April and June.

Sarah Fry, West Coast Community Liaison for the MSD, says in a MinEx announcement
that half of the students from last year's course have found employment. Several are
working in mining.

"The 2026 courses will continue the work of the first programme, preparing Coasters
for jobs in mining and related industries, supporting regional economic growth," she
says.

Development West Coast  expects a significant number of jobs in the minerals
sector in the pipeline for the area and says vocational training is needed to help fill
those roles.

"We're training Coasters for West Coast jobs," says MSD West Coast Regional
Commissioner Craig Churchill.

"As mining expands, we want locals ready to take up opportunities close to home."

Course highlights

The previous course covered many of the basics needed to enter the mining world.

They included the basics of underground and surface mining, working at heights and
managing shift work.
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It also covered health and safety subjects like safety checks and shut-down
procedures, hazard and risk identification, first aid and fire safety.

The course involved a site visit to the Snowy River Mine in Reefton to give the students
a chance to experience a working mine. Mines Rescue also took the students to their
80-metre training tunnel to give them hands-on experience.

Churchill says the programme helps MSD's number one priority, getting people into
jobs.

"This is a great chance to help locals gain skills that open doors in mining and
beyond."


