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Questions over proposed industry training
reforms

Heidi Bendikson
Wed, Jun 4 2025
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MinEx has joined seven infrastructure-related
organisations to voice their disquiet over how proposed
new Industry Skills Boards will be developed for the
sector.

-4 2
W

s
= T

The extractives industry health and safety body, the New Zealand Minerals
Council, Civil Contractors NZ, Water NZ and some energy sector
organisations, recently wrote to Vocational Education Minister Penny
Simmonds over concerns that the proposed infrastructure Industry Skills
Board ISB does not include the extractives or water sectors.

Extractives are currently included in the manufacturing ISB and water is not
included anywhere.

The letter also questioned the composition and governance of the industry
boards.

There is a concern that the boards, which are supposed to be industry-led,
will in effect be Government appointed, MinEx chief executive Wayne Scott
says.

He says that nominations are currently being taken for three-strong groups
to establish each of the new ISBs. They will replace Workplace Development
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Councils.

The final ISBs are supposed to be made up of two members appointed by
the Minister of Vocational Education and six appointed by industry.

"They've said that this will be industry-led, yet establishment groups are
being appointed by the Tertiary Education Commission and then will
presumably transition to ISB Boards, which is not what was consulted on."

Configuration

Concerns over the configuration were also raised by MinEx and the Minerals
Council during consultation over the boards.

Their establishment is part of reforms to vocational education which will also
see Te Pukenga - the country's largest vocational education provider -
disestablished.

Consultation on the number of ISBs and their coverage closed on 20 May.

Feedback from MinEx said it was critical for the extractives sector to be
covered by the infrastructure ISB.

It noted that quarrying, mining and tunnelling all share a common need for
legislated certificates of competence and therefore need to be considered
together.

Tunnelling is an infrastructure industry and quarrying is a significant support
industry for infrastructure, with many companies in the quarrying sector also
involved in civil construction and other infrastructure activities, MinEx noted.

Questions

The letter thanked the Minister for recognising the critical role infrastructure
plays in achieving the Government's vision - but notes there are other
matters of concern to the signatories.

As well as raising concerns over the configuration of ISBs, it says conflicting
advice had been provided between webinars hosted by different officials.



The letter adds that no indication has been given as to how the ISB will
transition Connexis - which currently provides infrastructure training - from
workplace-based learning through Te Plkenga to a private training
establishment.



