
 

Quarry operator ordered to pay over $150K after employee crushed to death
Wednes da y 25 Ma y 2016

 

A So uth Ca nterbury-ba s ed qua rry a nd tra ns po rt o pera to r ha s  been o rdered to  pa y repa ra tio ns  o f $100,000 to  the fa mily o f a n emplo yee who  wa s  crus hed to
dea th while wo rking a t its  G o rdo n Va lley limes to ne qua rry.

Tra ns po rt (Wa ima te) Limited plea ded guilty to  two  cha rges  under the Hea lth a nd Sa fety in Emplo yment Act 1992 fo r fa iling to  ta ke a ll pra ctica ble s teps  to  ens ure
the s a fety o f Sco tt Ba ldwin a nd fa iling to  ens ure tha t Mr Ba ldwin held a  current certifica te o f co mpetence a s  a  qua rry ma na ger.

The co mpa ny wa s  a ls o  fined $54,000 a t the s entencing in Tima ru Dis trict Co urt yes terda y.

On Ma rch 19 2015, Mr Ba ldwin, the qua rry ma na ger a nd s o le regula r emplo yee o n the qua rry s ite, bega n wo rk a t the G o rdo n Va lley qua rry. He s ta rted two  dies el
mo to rs  a t the pla nt us ed fo r pro ces s ing limes to ne – o ne fo r the ha mmer mill a nd the o ther fo r the a ncilla ry equipment – bo th lo ca ted in a n o pen s to re s hed.

At a ppro xima tely 7pm tha t evening, a  pers o n fro m a  neighbo uring pro perty hea rd the mo to rs  a t the s ite running a t a  high pitch a nd no t under lo a d. Upo n
inves tiga ting the no is e, the neighbo ur entered the qua rry s hed a nd fo und Mr Ba ldwin’s  s everely injured bo dy lying undernea th ro ta ting ma chinery.

A Wo rkSa fe New Z ea la nd inves tiga tio n fo und tha t the co mpa ny fa iled to  identify a nd ma na ge the clea r ha za rd po s ed by the qua rry ma chinery. There were no
pro ces s es  in pla ce to  s to p ma intena nce o n ma chinery being ca rried o ut while the ma chinery wa s  running, a nd there were no  effective co ntro ls  fo r a n o pera to r
to  s to p the to p mo to r in a n emergency.

Als o  the fa ct the co mpa ny never ens ured tha t Mr Ba ldwin held a n a ppro pria te qua lifica tio n to  ma na ge the qua rry wa s  a  s ignifica nt fa ilure.

Wo rkSa fe Chief Ins pecto r Keith Stewa rt s a ys  there were a  number o f s teps  tha t Tra ns po rt (Wa ima te) co uld ha ve ta ken to  prevent s uch a n incident o ccurring,
including ins ta lling fixed gua rding to  ma ke s ure peo ple co uld no t rea ch into  da ngero us  pa rts  o f ma chinery a t a ll times , co nducting regula r a udits  fo r ha za rd
identifica tio n, a nd ma king s ure tha t Mr Ba ldwin wa s  no t left to  wo rk a lo ne a nd uns upervis ed.

Mr Stewa rt s a ys  Mr Ba ldwin’s  dea th is  a  reminder o f the ho rrific things  tha t ca n ha ppen when a dequa te s a fety mea s ures  a re no t in pla ce.

“La rge ma chinery us ed o n qua rries  po s es  a n inherent da nger to  a nyo ne tha t co mes  into  clo s e co nta ct with it. Tra ns po rt (Wa ima te) fa iled to  pro tect its
emplo yee, a nd tra gica lly, in this  ins ta nce, Mr Ba ldwin ha s  ha d to  pa y the ultima te price fo r the co mpa ny’s  fa ilings ,” Keith Stewa rt s a ys .
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