
 

No charges over Waikari quarry death
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Wo rkSa fe New Z ea la nd will no t be la ying cha rges  o ver the dea th o f Ca nterbury ma n Murra y Ta ylo r, who  wa s  crus hed in June la s t yea r when the limes to ne qua rry
fa ce he wa s  wo rking o n co lla ps ed.

Wo rkSa fe ha s  no w finis hed its  inves tiga tio n into  Mr Ta ylo r’s  dea th. While it co ncluded tha t the Hea lth a nd Sa fety in Emplo yment Act ha d been brea ched, it wa s
decided pro s ecutio n wa s  no t in the public interes t a s  Mr Ta ylo r wa s  the s o le directo r o f the co mpa ny in cha rge o f the qua rry wo rk, Hea ths to ck Ha ula ge Ltd.

Mr Ta ylo r died in June when a bo ut 1000 to nnes  o f s a nds to ne ro ck fell fro m the qua rry wa ll, burying the 65-to ne ‘Ca t’ exca va to r he wa s  o pera ting a t the time. The
ro ck fa ce ha d been undermined a nd wa s  uns ta ble a s  a  res ult o f Mr Ta ylo r’s  exca va tio n wo rk.

Wo rkSa fe’s  Chief Ins pecto r o f Inves tiga tio ns  Keith Stewa rt s a ys  Mr Ta ylo r wa s  o pera ting the exca va to r directly under the fa ce o f the wa ll when it co lla ps ed. The
exca va to r’s  ca b wa s  crus hed ins ta ntly.

“Qua rry wo rk is  inherently ris ky unles s  it is  do ne co rrectly. In this  ca s e no  geo technica l a s s es s ment ha d been ca rried o ut to  determine the na ture o f the ro ck
wa ll. Tha t wo uld ha ve helped identify the s a fes t wa y to  ta ckle exca va tio n wo rk. There wa s  a ls o  no  evidence pro cedures  were in pla ce to  ens ure tha t s ta ff were
a dequa tely tra ined, mo nito red a nd s upervis ed.

“As  ha s  been no ted previo us ly, Mr Ta ylo r did no t ho ld the Certifica te o f Co mpetence tha t is  lega lly required fo r the s o rt o f qua rry wo rk he wa s  underta king.
Merely ho lding a  Certifica te might no t ha ve prevented this  incident - but to  o bta in o ne he wo uld ha ve ha d to  pro ve he ha d the required kno wledge a nd s kills
which co uld ha ve been a pplied to  this  wo rk.

“Any wo rkpla ce dea th is  a  tra gedy fo r fa mily, friends  a nd co llea gues  but ho pefully the publicity s urro unding Mr Ta ylo r’s  dea th will pro mpt qua rry o pera to rs  to
check tha t their Certifica tes  a re current a nd their pra ctices  a re s a fe.

“Des pite the co nclus io n tha t the hea lth a nd s a fety la w wa s  brea ched there wo uld be no thing to  be ga ined fro m la ying cha rges  a ga ins t Mr Ta ylo r’s  co mpa ny,”
s a ys  Keith Stewa rt.
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