
 

Company fined after nine tonne truck hoist crushes mechanic
18 April 2016

Agricultura l co ntra cting co mpa ny, Jo hn Aus tin Limited, ha s  been fined $36,750 a nd o rdered to  pa y repa ra tio ns  o f $65,554 a fter a  mecha nic wa s  crus hed by a  nine
to nne truck ho is t, lea ving him with two  s evere brea ks  to  his  pelvis , deep bruis ing a nd nerve da ma ge. It is  unlikely he will rega in full us e o f o ne leg a nd he s pent
s evera l mo nths  in ho s pita l reco vering fro m his  injuries . He a ls o  s uffered fro m po s t-tra uma tic s tres s .

Jo hn Aus tin Limited plea ded guilty a nd wa s  s entenced in the Te Awa mutu Dis trict Co urt to da y under the Hea lth a nd Sa fety in Emplo yment Act.

The co mpa ny ha s  a  fleet o f 80 hea vy vehicles , s o me o f which ha ve hydra ulic ho is ts . On 18 Februa ry 2015, the mecha nic a nd a no ther emplo yee o f Jo hn Aus tin
Limited were fixing a  truck a t a  fa rm in Mo rrins ville when they were a s ked to  lo o k a t a no ther o f the co mpa ny’s  trucks  with a  bro ken ho is t lo a ded with ma ize.
Once they tho ught the pro blem wa s  fixed, the truck wa s  revers ed o nto  a  s ta ck o f ma ize a nd the ho is t wa s  lifted to  dump its  lo a d. Ha lfwa y up, the ho is t s to pped.

Needing to  get under the ho is t to  lo o k a t the hydra ulic va lves  a nd ho s es  in the cha s s is , the mecha nic wedged a  ra ilwa y s leeper into  a  hinge o f the ho is t. While
he wa s  under the ho is t, a  va lve burs t. The ho is t ca me cra s hing do wn, crus hing the wedged wo o d. As  he co uldn’t get o ut in time, the mecha nic wa s  hit by the
ho is t o n the hip a nd between his  ribca ge a nd pelvis .

“An ina dequa tely s ecured ra is ed truck ho is t is  a  s ignifica nt ha za rd,” s a ys  Wo rkSa fe Chief Ins pecto r, Keith Stewa rt. “Jo hn Aus tin Limited s ho uld ha ve ha d
pro cedures  in pla ce fo r emplo yees  when they wo rked o n a  ra is ed truck ho is t a nd tho s e s teps  s ho uld ha ve been pro perly co mmunica ted. The emplo yee s ho uld
a ls o  ha ve ha d tra ining o n repa iring truck hydra ulic s ys tems  s o  he knew ho w to  wo rk o n them s a fely.”
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