Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy

Resources Safety and Health Newsflash

An early report about an incident that may require action at your mine

Fatality — Tyre Fitting

On Sunday 12 January 2020 a 33yr old contract tyre fitter was fatally injured whilst changing a
large wheel assembly (tyre and rim) on a rear axle expanding low loader at an open cut coal mine
in Queensland’s Bowen Basin (refer Figure 1 below). The tyre fitter was found trapped
underneath a wheel assembly.

Figure 1.
Safety Newsflash Purpose
1. Draw attention to the occurrence of a serious incident in the mining industry
Increase risk awareness
3. Promote mines to examine and check that their risk management controls associated

with tyre wheel and rim changing are as low as reasonably achievable.

4, Site SOPs for fitting, removing, testing, maintaining and repairing tyres and rims
should be reviewed against the requirements of Recognised Standard #13 “Tyre,
wheel and rim management” as a minimum.

The investigations are ongoing and further information may be published as it becomes

available.

The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the
time of writing.

For further information contact Cres Bulger, Regional Inspector of Mines Coal
Date: 14 January 2020 Email: creswick.bulger@dnrme.gld.gov.au Phone: 07 49360195





