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Let's work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe.

13 June 2025

Worker falls from excavator

A worker was greasing a 20t excavator from a
high-step platform on the machine. When he
finished, he stepped down with the grease
gun still in one hand. He missed placing his
foot on the track of the machine and fell
backward approximately 1.3m, causing
bruising to his arm, back and shoulders, and
fracturing at least one rib. He narrowly missed
striking his head.

The worker was working alone on-site and in
substantial pain he used his radio to call for

help. He was rescued and taken to a local
medical clinic for treatment. You need to ensure that:

1. Workers maintain three points
of contact when climbing onto
or off mobile plant.

2. Workers working alone are
equipped  with  emergency
communication such as a VHF
radio, personal locator beacon
and/or lone worker VHF alarm.

on incidents
with the potential to cause
harm over the past 6 years
show 16% of incidents (1,069
incidents) involve falls, of which

415 involved fall of a person. 3. Safe access to and egress from
mobile plant is provided for
maintenance activities.

4. Workers are trained and
assessed as competent to
conduct maintenance on mobile
plant.

Know of an incident or near miss? Please share the learnings with us.
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