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A truck driver was tipping off a load of large 
items (i.e. not aggregate products) at a quarry. 
He stood behind the truck as he opened the 
tailgate. 
 
The load had shifted in transit and was leaning 
on the tailgate. As the driver opened the 
tailgate,  it swung open with force, hitting the 
driver. 
 
The driver did not sustain any injuries. 
 
  
 
 
 

   

Safety Alert 
Let’s work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe. 

You need to ensure that: 

1. When opening truck tailgates 
before tipping, stand on the 
open side of the truck, outside 
the radius of the tailgate’s swing 
arc. 

2. All truck drivers are trained and 
assessed as competent to 
operate their truck safely. 

3. Truck driver competency checks 
include the tipping of large rocks 
or other odd-shaped loads. 

Know of an incident or near miss? Please share the learnings with us. 
 

 MinEx statistics on incidents 
with the potential to cause 
harm over the past 6 years 
show 30% of incidents (1,992 
incidents) involve vehicles, of 
which 49 involved someone 
being hit by a vehicle. 
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