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A dump truck operator at an underground 
mine noticed what he thought was smoke 
rising from his vehicle during routine work. 
 
The worker triggered the automatic fire 
suppression system and activated 
emergency protocols immediately.  
 
Within minutes, all underground workers 
had retreated to self-contained refuge 
chambers – airtight shelters designed to 
protect workers from smoke and gas for up 
to 48 hours. 
 
The “smoke” turned out to be harmless 
steam from the engine’s coolant system. 

   

Safety Alert 
Let’s work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe. 

You need to ensure that: 

1. Your emergency procedures 
clearly outline how to deal with 
the outbreak of fire. 

2. All workers are trained and 
assessed as competent in your 
site’s emergency management 
plan, including their role in 
emergency response. 
 

3. You regularly run emergency 
scenarios to ensure your emergency 
plan will work effectively in the 
event of a genuine emergency.  

 

Know of an incident or near miss? Please share the learnings with us. 
 

 MinEx statistics on incidents 
with the potential to cause 
harm over the past 8 years 
show 205 incidents involved 
fire.  
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