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Let's work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe.

Health and safety tip - Managing slope stability

Following recent severe weather events, a
number of slips have occurred, some of
them fatal. Working near faces and
stockpiles can be hazardous due to rockfalls
and slope failures.

You need to monitor any changes in the
condition of benches and faces, as small
scale rockfalls and failures may indicate
larger scale ground instability.

For guidance on managing slope stability
risks, check out the MinEx Slope stability in
opencast mines and quarries booklet.

on incidents
with the potential to cause harm
over the past 7 years show 15%
of incidents (1,110 incidents)
resulted from falls, of which 267

resulted from fall of ground.

You need to ensure that you:

1. Conduct regular inspections of faces,
haul roads and working benches to
identify issues such as rocks on
berms, roads and the floor, cracks in
faces, crest loss and changes in
water flow.

2. Seek technical assistance if in doubt
about the stability of a face.

3. Establish a physical exclusion zone
around unstable ground to ensure
no-one enters the potential fall
zone.
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