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Safety Alert

Let's work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe.

30 May 2025

Diesel fumes are hazardous

A quarry installed a new generator that
exhausted fumes from its side. This
resulted in vehicles and machines driving
through the fumes, exposing workers to
diesel engine exhaust emissions (DEEE).

Continuous exposure to DEEE can cause
chronic respiratory ill health, with
symptoms including coughing and feeling
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an increased risk of lung cancer.

You need to ensure that:

1. Where practical, ensure exhaust
systems emit from the top of diesel-
powered machines or in directions

on incidents away from areas where workers will be
with the potential to cause exposed to DEEE.

harm over the past 7 years

show 77 incidents of workers

being exposed to harmful
hazardous substances.

2. You engage a competent person, such
as an occupational hygienist, to assist
with your risk assessment for worker
exposure to hazardous substances.

3. Where risks are present, conduct
exposure monitoring to evaluate what
workers are being exposed to while
they are at work.

Know of an incident or near miss? Please share the learnings with us.
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