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Two recent incidents on farms where 
operators of mobile equipment were 
electrocuted highlights the need to be 
vigilant when working around overhead 
powerlines. 
 
This is particularly relevant when tipping 
dump trucks, or operating drill rigs or 
excavators at sites where overhead 
powerlines are present.  

   

Safety Alert 
Let’s work together to keep ourselves and our workers safe. 

You need to ensure that: 

1. Tip areas are not in close proximity to 
overhead powerlines. 

2. There is at least a minimum of 4 
metres exclusion zone away from 
overhead powerlines. 

3. Adequate signage or other indicators 
are attached to overhead powerlines 
to alert workers of their presence. 

4. Contractors are made aware of the 
hazards presented by overhead 
powerlines when they are inducted to 
site. 

 

Know of an incident or near miss? Please share the learnings with us. 
 

 MinEx statistics on incidents with 
the potential to cause harm over 
the past 7 years show 5% of 
incidents (303 incidents) involve 
pressure release of which 101 
result from release of electricity. 
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