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NEWS | CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE

CoC requirement changes proposed

@ Colin Williscroft
Thu, Oct 24 2024

WorkSafe has proposed changes to requirements for
mining and quarrying certificates of competence.

Proposed amendments to the extractives sector's safe
work instrument would add new unit standards to
existing CoCs — and in some cases remove a standard required at present.

The 20 CoCs affected would include senior site executive; a range of A and
B grade mine and quarry managers; A and B grade tunnel managers;
mechanical and electrical superintendents; and ventilation officer.

A unit standard on job safety analysis would be removed as the topic is
covered in another risk-focused unit standard that focuses on risk
management processes at extractive sites, a WorkSafe consultation
document says

MinEx chief executive Wayne Scott says the proposed changes are sensible.

He says the units being removed either have no relevance or are
duplications of other unit standards and add no value to the CoCs.

“We have supported the addition of leadership unit standards, however
these have not been available through training providers. Now that they are
available, we support them being added.”
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The deadline for submissions on the latest proposals is 5pm on 15
November.

Consultation

When WorkSafe earlier consulted on the 2023 safe work instrument it
indicated that requirements would need to be revised as some of the
required unit standards were not offered by extractives industry training
providers.

It says adding new specified standards will ensure that certificate holders
achieve the competencies necessary to hold the respective CoCs.

Once the current consultation has closed WorkSafe will consider the
feedback before finalising the safe work instrument.

A summary of submissions received and any changes made to the
instrument will be published on the WorkSafe website.

The final instrument needs to be approved by Workplace Relations and
Safety Minister Brooke van Velden.

If it's approved, a transitional arrangement will mean that applicants who
apply before a certain date — three months after the instrument commences
— can base their application on the 2023 requirements.



