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Call for industry to show RCS leadership

@ Colin Williscroft
Thu, Mar 6 2025

Industry needs to be strong when it comes to respirable |
crystalline silica, both in education and setting safety
standards, MinEx chair Joe Edwards says.

He would like to see the Aggregate and Quarry
Association, the Institute of Quarrying, extractives health and safety body
MinEx and Civil Contractors NZ get together, so they have a single voice on
the issue.

"Only then will we get that across to the wider industry," he told yesterday's
RCS workshop in Wellington.

MinEx chief executive Wayne Scott sees value in that approach and offered
to co-ordinate communication between the groups.

"l think an industry-led initiative like that, whether it be working with some
people to design a standard medical, would be quite useful."

Workshop

The workshop addressed the hazards associated with worker exposure to
RCS, what needs to change in New Zealand to address those hazards, and
controls for reducing worker exposure.
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There was also a focus on the Government's discussion document on
working with engineered stone, which includes options for other industries
that face risks from RCS, including mining and quarrying.

About 130 people took part in the workshop, 75 in the room at Te Papa and
57 online.

Scott says they represented a wide range of organisations.

From the extractives sector there were people from mining, quarrying and
tunnelling; the civil construction industry was heavily represented, while
there were also occupational hygienists, health and safety organisations and
government officials.

Workplace Relations and Safety Minister Brooke van Velden was unable to
attend but some of her officials were there.

Register

There was widespread support from those in the room for a respiratory
disease register, which occupational and environmental medicine specialist
Mary Obele says is "a no brainer".

The more information that can be gathered the better to try and help reduce
the burden of the disease, she says.

It would also enable comparison of NZ data to that collected overseas.

Obele says it would be useful to involve an economist when promoting the
establishment of a register, to look at how much money would be saved by
having one.

Australia has had a register for about 10 years.

WorkSafe has said it has no plans to establish a register. Van Velden has
called for an evidence-based approach to dealing with RCS.

Scott says a register would help provide that information.

Next steps



The workshop was recorded, and Scott plans to go through it to work out
future action.

"It's a big elephant to chew. We just need to decide the most important bits
first."

The priority is finalising submissions to the Government's engineered stone
consultation, which closes 18 March.

"We do need to gather our thoughts, as other organisations do, and the
more consistency we've got the better.

"It would be nice if we had a lot of lined up organisations around this one -
because | think we will be heard if we do."



